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parliamentary standing committee, representing both houses
and all parties, is appointed under the Broadcasting Act,
and usefully assists Parliament to form a judgment upon
issues independent of the minister, the government, and
the broadcasting authority.
The most striking ventures of public ownership are those
administered by the states, and include railways, steamships,
electric generation, irrigation, hotels, banks, insurance,
sawmills, coal mines, brickworks, and for a time in Queens-
land even cattle stations and meat shops. Many of these
varied examples of public business originated in the pre-
federation era, although much fresh and aggressive experi-
ment occurred in the twentieth century. During the
depression of the early thirties, New South Wales and
Queensland sold some of their trading enterprises to private
corporations, but throughout the continent the bulk of the
utilities continued to be publicly owned and operated.
This prevalence of public ownership, which is more pro-
nounced than in Canada, results from collectivist thought,
but not necessarily from systematic and strict doctrines of
socialism. Nor is it simply a triumph of the labour interest
over the capitalist interest, because employers have been
prompt to approve of state management whenever the
enterprise was unprofitable for the private entrepreneur.
In such situations public enterprise is merely a welcome
servant to private capitalists. State railways, for example,
have always been advocated by private land owners, great
and small, who hope to benefit from enhanced land values.
Australian collectivism has come from an effort of the
community to master the geographic environment and from
the peculiar socio-economic drives in Australian history,
which in turn are profoundly influenced by geography.
Large area, small population, and uncertain rainfall have
forced men to rely upon the state to shoulder the risks of
development. The individualist from England in the nine-
teenth century was soon transformed into a collectivist in
Australia by the limited water supply. The large public
obligation imposed by a dry climate is illustrated in the
wide range of state irrigation in Victoria, which in 1942 had